
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summer Reading 
Research shows that children who read over the summer maintain reading development and score higher on 
reading assessments when they return to school in the fall.  Reading is a skill that requires practice, just like 
baseball or math facts.  The North Hanover Township School District Summer Reading Program is designed to 
promote reading and learning as enjoyable activities.  

Incoming K-6th graders are asked to read for a total of 15 hours over the summer. Students may select to 
read any book that they choose. Attached you will find suggested reading lists and a sheet to record the titles of 
books read.  Students are encouraged to read both fiction and nonfiction books that are on their reading level. 
Magazines, graphic novels, audiobooks and eBooks also provide valuable educational experiences.  

Students and/or parents should complete the attached Reading Log for all pages read.  The following is a guide 
to resources and activities to promote summer reading.  

 

What is the purpose of summer reading? 
● Strengthen the behaviors and habits of lifelong reading 
● To pursue interests and learn 
● To find enjoyment in reading 

What are the expectations for summer reading? 
● Maintain a reading life throughout the summer 
● Build stamina and strength as a reader 
● Select books and other reading materials of personal interest 
● Keep a reading log of summer reading 
● Turn in reading log in September to new teacher 

What does it mean to “Maintain a reading life throughout the summer? 
● Read most days 
● Take into account summer plans. (For example, being on a plane allows you to read for a long stretch of 

time, whereas sleepovers might be different). Traveling to some place different-Read a travel guide to 
help plan your trip. Spending time at the beach-Try a mystery or adventure story or look to see what 
others are reading for ideas. 

● Visit the library  
● Follow interests and be flexible 

What to do with my reading log? 
● Record on the reading log all titles read 
● Return to school and give it to your teacher in September  

 
 

 



 

Incoming 5-6 Suggested Summer Reading List  
 

 

Amelia Earhart: Courage in the Sky by Mona Kerby Liar and Spy by Rebecca Stead 

Awkward by Svetlana Chmakova Ice Dogs by Terry Lynn Johnson 

Baseball In April and Other Stories byGary Soto Took: A Ghost Story  by Mary Downing Hahn 

Jackie and Me (Baseball Card Adventure Series) by Dan 
Gutman 

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 

Marley: A Dog Like No Other by John Grogan The Tapper Twins Run for President by Jeoff 
Rodkey 

Booked by Kwame Alexander Rising Above by Gregory Zuckerman 

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by William 
Kamkwamba 

Counting by 7’s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

A Young People’s History of the United States by 
Howard Zinn 

The Misadventures of Max Crumbly (Series) by 
Rachel Russell 

The Egypt Game by Zilpha Snyder Ugly by Robert Hoge 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson Crossing the Wire by Will Hobbs 

Turtle in Paradise by Jennifer Holm Danger is Everywhere: A Handbook for Avoiding 
Danger by David O’Doherty 

Kid Owner by Tim Green The Forgetting Spell (Wishing Day Series #2) 
by Lauren Myracle 

Tuesdays at the Castle by Jessica Day George Frank Einstein and the Electro-Finger (Frank 
Einstein Series #2) by Jon Scieszka 

Fuzzy Mud by Lois Sachar Real Kids, Real Stories, Real Change: Courageous 
Actions Around the World by Garth Sundem 

Kid Athletes: True Tales of Childhood From Sports 
Legends by David Stabler 

Lion: A Long Way Homw (Young reader’s Edition) 
by Saroo Brierley 

Free Verse by Sarah Dooley Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai 
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Title Author Date Completed E, JR, C 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Select a book to read. Record the title, author, and date completed. Note whether the book was easy (E), just right (JR), or 

challenging (C). 

 

“…children who do not read in the summer lose two to three months of reading development while kids who do read 

tend to gain a month of reading proficiency. This creates a three to four month gap every year. Every two or three 

years the kids who don’t read in the summer fall a year behind the kids who do.” 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville, faculty member Richard Allington, 
who conducted a three year study showing a significantly higher level of reading achievement in students who read over the summer. 
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